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Objectives: This study aims to investigate the impact of the
critical movement in the fourth century AH on the
reception of the poetry of Abu al-Tayyib Al-Mutanabbi,
regarded as an exceptional poet whose works attracted the
attention of critics and scholars in his time and beyond. The
research seeks to analyze the cultural and intellectual
context that fostered this intensive reception and to
highlight the role played by the critical environment in
shaping literary taste and reinforcing Al-Mutanabbi’s
prominence in the Arabic poetic tradition.

Methodology: The study adopts an analytical-critical
methodology based on the examination of the various
commentaries, evaluations, and critical judgments found
in classical literary sources. It also draws on the theoretical
framework of reception theory to understand the dynamic
interaction between the text and its reader, and to identify
the mechanisms through which Al-Mutanabbi emerged as
a lasting literary phenomenon.

Conclusion: The findings reveal that Al-Mutanabbi was
not merely a distinguished poet of his time but a central
figure in a unique process of critical reception, fueled by
his strong presence in royal courts, the polemical discourse
surrounding his persona and poetry, and the widespread
circulation of his works among scholars and readers. The
study underscores the depth of the relationship between
criticism and reception, and calls for renewed critical
with  Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry through
contemporary interpretive approaches that move beyond

engagement

traditional readings.
Keywords: Literary criticism; fourth century; reception; Arabic
poetry; Al -Mutanabbi.
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Abstract: el

Objectives: This study aims to explore the applicability of
cultural criticism in analyzing classical poetic texts. It
seeks to uncover the most significant implicit cultural
patterns in chaste love poetry of the Umayyad era and
examine the intricate relationships between these hidden
patterns and the apparent poetic form.

Methodology: The researcher adopts a cultural approach
by excavating the underlying cultural structures within
the poetry.

Conclusion: The research delves into the implicit cultural
patterns in chaste love poetry, focusing on selected poetic
texts from the Umayyad period. The study aims to reveal
the hidden cultural elements embedded in the collective
unconscious, employing a cultural methodology to
analyze these concealed structures.

Keywords: Platonic Love; Cultural criticism; Ipllicit Cultural.
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Abstract: el
Objectives: This paper investigates the standard

understanding of adjective-noun agreement in Arabic
syntax by exploring the complexities revealed by empirical
evidence.

Methodology: This paper adopts a comparative qualitative
approach to analyze data gathered from a Modern
Standard Arabic (MSA) and English corpus, following
Chomsky's generative enterprise principles.

Conclusion: This paper contributes to a deeper
understanding of Arabic syntax by discovering the details
of adjective-noun agreement procedures. By challenging
traditional assumptions and proposing new insights, this
study advances linguistic research in Arabic syntax and
sheds light on the broader implications for linguistic
theory.
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1 Introduction

This paper examines the condition of Adjectival Phrases in Arabic. The analysis incorporates Chomsky's
Minimalist Approach from 1995, 1998, and 1999. The fundamental concept of this approach advocates for
minimizing the use of primitive notations in linguistic theory. Consequently, conventional notions like X" theory
and government are discarded in favor of simpler concepts.

Chomsky does not formulate a comprehensive syntactic theory; instead, he outlines fundamental
principles for the development of such a theory. This paper aims to construct a syntactic theory for Arabic
Adjectival phrases by adhering to the minimalist principles put forth by Chomsky. The focus will be on
explaining various prevalent phenomena associated with Arabic Adjectival phrases, including adjectival
agreement.

Chomsky's minimalist program serves as a foundational framework rather than a fully developed syntactic
theory, but certain crucial aspects remain unresolved. One such aspect is linearization, which involves
establishing an order of linear from the structure of the hierarchical tree. While Kayne (1994) popularized the
notion of Universal Grammar (UG) specifying the ordering of the universal Specifier-Head-Complement, it's
important to note that Kayne's theory does not align with the minimalism concept as proposed by Chomsky in
1995. Additionally, the assertion that UG dictates a fixed order, while intuitively appealing, may not consistently
align with empirical observations.

Additionally, Chomsky (1995) contends that fundamental grammatical structures are inherently
hierarchical and lack a predetermined linear order. This assertion is grounded in the idea that linear ordering
holds no semantic relevance for a phrase. Instead, semantics are derived from the hierarchical relationships
within a structure. The linear order becomes significant solely in the computation of the phonetic structure of a
phrase. In essence, UG does not prescribe a determined order; rather, the linear arrangement is determined
through the process of deriving the phonetic structure.

Given those considerations, I introduce a minimalist linearization process in section two that avoids relying
on any additional stipulated mechanisms. Section three delves into the fundamental structure of the Adjectival
phrase in Arabic, demonstrating how the developed linearization process explains the observed linear order in
the discussed examples. In section four, the focus shifts to the Arabic adjective phrase, where various intriguing
phenomena indicate that adjective phrases exhibit a structure resembling that of a clause.

2 Methodology, Data Collection, and Framework

This paper adopts a comparative qualitative approach to analyze data gathered from a Modern Standard Arabic
(MSA) and English corpus, following Chomsky's generative enterprise principles. The data collection process
encompasses diverse resources such as syntactic works and authentic texts in both English and Arabic,
including works by Radford (2009), Baker (1988), and Chomsky, among others. The collected data is utilized in
this study to explore the interplay of case, agreement, and tense within the framework of Chomsky's theory
(1995).

In my analysis, I adopt the framework developed in Chomsky's approach (1995, 1998, 1999), commonly
called the minimalist program. This framework is not an entirely articulated syntactic; instead, it is a program
designed to create such an approach. The core concept of minimalism is to minimize the use of fundamental
notions in a syntactic theory. In prior theories like Government and Binding (G&B), which were based on
Chomsky's earlier works (1981, 1986a), numerous notions were introduced, including the X’ approach, GB,
Surface Structure, Deep Structure, Logical Form, Phonitc Form, (relativized) minimality, ECP, among others.
The minimalist approach strives to streamline these concepts into more basic theories.

Minimalism, as proposed by Chomsky (1995), advocates for the most efficient mode of inquiry that meets
the smallest prerequisites of derivational illustrations. Its objective is to simplify language analysis by
minimizing the amount of grammatical principles necessary for sentence generation. Consequently, it
eliminates unnecessary steps and strives to derive constructions as economically as possible (Chomsky, 1995,
pp. 112-113). In the context of Minimalism, there is a focus on the operation of Agree and the features of
Agreement. Each word entering the derivation carries a set of features, which can be either interpretable or
uninterpretable (Chomsky, 1999).



The Syntax of Adjectives in Standard Arabic: A Minimalist Analysis 70

2.1 Principles and Parameters (P&P)

The MP is a progression through the approach P&P. The core concept of this approach is that a set of principles
and parameters can characterize the human language faculty. These principles delineate fundamental attributes
of the language faculty, while parameters account for the cross-linguistic variations in language.

One pivotal principle in syntactic research within this framework is the notion that grammatical structures
are hierarchical. Despite the linear order of words in a clause like "John saw a cat," the clause possesses a
hierarchical structure. It is not merely a sequence of four elements; rather, it comprises a construction in which
certain words constitute a unit, and this unit is then joined to others. In the case of the mentioned clause, the
structure can be roughly represented as [ Dave [watched [ the game ]]], illustrating how the words "the" and
"game" combine to form a unit ("the game"), which in turn join with "watched" to create "watched the game",
and so forth.

2.2 The Grammar Model

In the generative theory, a construction of linguistics is characterized by two structural notions: Logical Form
and Phonological Form. Logical Form serves as the logical form, providing a representation from which the
semantic feature of the clause is derived. The syntactic system employs the Logical Form to interact with the
semantic scheme. The syntactic scheme constructs a grammatical construction, generates its Logical Form, and
then transmits it to the semantic scheme for semantic computation.

On the other hand, Phonological Form is the phonological form, sent to the phonological system for being
"spelled out." Spell-out involves mapping the hierarchical construction onto a linear order containing just the
values necessary for the subsequent phonological representation of the clause. Logical Form and Phonological
Form representations result from the iterative presentation of two fundamental procedures within the syntactic
system: Merge and Agree, which are elaborated on later in this paper.

Chomsky posits that the phrase derivation initiates with a "numeration," an unstructured set encompassing
all lexical words that will finally emerge in the clause. This is created by choosing the necessary lexical words.
These lexical words are sequentially selected from the numeration and incorporated into the evolving structure
tree.

(1)
PF LF

numeration

In Chomskian syntax, a derivation is considered to have converged at LF when it reaches the logical form
without violating any principles. On the other hand, if a derivation fails to proceed, it is described as crashing.
A derivation that cannot proceed results in an ill-formed syntactic construction, rendering it ungrammatical.

2.3 Minimalist Tree Constructions and Merge

As stated earlier, grammatical constructions are conceptualized as hierarchical constructions and are often
characterized using tree representation. Initially, trees were quite flexible, allowing nodes to have any number
of branches. However, the concept evolved over time to impose certain restrictions on trees. For instance, since
Kayne (1984), it has become a common assumption that trees are binary-branching, meaning a node can have
only two subnodes, not more. The Government and Binding approach introduced the X’ theory, asserting that
a clause has to adhere to this binary-branching representation.

(2)

XP

mp
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The X’ theory imposes some constraints on the tree of the construction: every clause has to possess exactly one
specific head (denoted as X in (2)); the tree must exhibit dual branching; a head joins to a complement to create
Xo, which can then merge with a Spec to generate the phrase.

(3)

In the MP, Chomsky (1995) deviates from the X’ theory and introduces the concept of Merge. Merge is one of
the fundamental procedures within the syntactical system. It is the procedure responsible for constructing trees
by combining two words, X and Y, to create a (more) complex structure denoted as K(X, Y). In this process, one
of the elements, X or Y, imparts its identity to K, and I will refer to this category as the projecting category.
(4)

K

N

This construction can be, subsequently, employed in another operation of Merge. For instance, if K has emerged
with C, we obtain (5).
()

L

C/ \ K
v N

This encapsulates the essence of what Merge accomplishes. One implication of this operation is that there is no
inherent method to systematically differentiate between various numbers of projection, as was feasible with the
X' theory. While there are approaches to achieve these differences, fundamentally, a head X can combine with
any quantity of words, leading to the possibility of multiple specifier constructions.

2.4 Agree

Agree is the relationship between a and 3 based on the presence of interpretable and uninterpretable features.
The Agree operation serves to value and check these features. This procedure is governed by four principles
(Citko, 2014, pp. 20-21):

(6) Agree Conditions:

A. The Activity Condition: Both the probe and goal must be active, carrying uninterpretable/unvalued features.
B. The Matching Condition: The features of the probe and goal must align in terms of their feature identity.

C. The Domain Condition: The goal must be c-commanded by the probe and be within the domain of the probe.
D. The Locality Condition: The probe must be local, meaning it is closest to the goal.

According to the VPISH (Koopman and Sportiche, 1991), the subject originates within the VP projection,
positioned lower than the head T. Agreement operates between a probe and a matching goal through a c-
command relationship. In this context, X (e.g., the head T) c-commands Y (e.g., the PRN) if X and Y are not
sisters, and the first branching node that dominates X also dominates Y. Consequently, the head T acts as the
probe, assigning the nominative case to the subject within the TP domain, as illustrated in (6b) above.

In the context of Agree, the head T, as a probe, carries uninterpretable ¢-features, while the goal [he] carries
the uninterpretable/unvalued case feature (Chomsky, 2000, 2004). These features undergo valuation through
Agree, resulting in the surface construction representation shown in (6a). Furthermore, since movement is a
feature-driven operation (Chomsky, 1995), the spec-VP [he] moves to the spec-TP to fulfill the Extended
Projection Principle, which mandates that every English clause should have a subject (in contrast to Arabic, as
will be demonstrated later). Consequently, subjects bear the nominative case in finite phrases.
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3 Discussion
3.1. The Properties of Adjectival Phrases in Arabic

The construction of the adjective phrases (AP) in Arabic is more complex than one would expect to be.
Adjectives are fully agree with the nouns that they modify. There is an agreement in number (7) and gender (8):
(7) a. walad-un wasiim-un
Boy-Nom handsome.M.S-Nom
‘Handsome boy’

b.  banaat-unjamiilat-un
girls-Nom beautiful. F.PI-Nom
‘Beautiful girls’

(8) a. ?wlaad-un wasiim.u-un
boys-Nom handsome M.PL-Nom
‘Handsome boys’

b. bint-un jamiilat-un

girl. Nom beautiful.F.5-Nom

‘Beautiful girl’
In addition, adjectives agree with the modified noun in Case-marking.
(9)a. qaabaltu walad-an wasiima-an

I met boy-Acchandsome-Acc

‘I met a handsome boy’.
b. jalastu ?ala al-kursi-i al-?zrag-i

Lsat on the-chair-Gen the-blue-Gen

I sat on the blue chair’.
There is, also, a feature that distinguishes adjective phrases in Arabic. Adjectives agree with the noun that it
modifies in terms of its definite case.
(10) a. walad-u-n wasiim-u-n

boy-Nom-INDEF handsome.M.S-Nom-INDEF

‘Handsome boy’

b. al-walad-u al-wasiim-u
the-boy-Nom handsome.M.S-Nom
“The handsome boy’

c. zurtu italia al-jamiilah

Lvisted Italy the-beautiful
‘I visited the beautiful Italy’.
d. jalastu ?ala kursi-i-n ?zrag-i-n muriih-i-n
Lsat  on chair-Gen-INDEF blue-Gen-INDEF comfortable.Gen-INDEF
I sat on a comfortable blue chair’.

In this context, an adjective phrase shares the identical article as the noun, represented by the nunation -n
or the article al-. (10c) emphasizes that this pattern is not a simple duplication of the determiner phrase; for
instance, the noun ‘Italy’ lacks a determiner phrase but is fundamentally definite. The accompanying adjective
phrase adjusts its determiner phrase to align with the inherent definiteness of the proper noun. (10d) is
illustrated as an additional instance and can be in contrast with (9b).

3.2 Analysis

The general idea is that the adjective and noun it modifies involves a straightforward agreement between the
main noun and its modifiers, as asserted by Carstens (2000), among others. Nevertheless, evidence from Arabic
indicates that the fact is more complex. Consider the following example:
(11)  fii al-qiSaS-i al-saabig-i gira?at-u-ha

in the-story-Gen the-previous.M.Gen reading.M-Num-it

‘In the previous stories, I read it’.
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In (11), the head of the clause is the NP by the NP it modifies al-qiSaS-i ‘the stories’. It bears the Gen Case by
virtue of being the complement of the preposition fii “in’. Nevertheless, even though it is determined by al-saabigi
“the previous’, the noun 'the stories' does not function as the subject of the participle. The subject of the participle
is gira?at-u-ha 'reading it'. This appears as a noun formed from a verb, resembling a gerund, with a pronoun
suffix "-ha" meaning 'it". The pronoun indicates the object of the action expressed by the noun, and correlates
with 'the stories'.

The details of the agreement in example (11) are notably intriguing. The main noun al-gi5aSi 'the stories' is
definite, plural, feminine, and possesses a Gen case. In contrast, the participle, gira?atu-ha 'reading it,' is definite,
singular, masculine, and carries a nominative case. Unexpectedly, the word al-sabigi 'the previous' displays a
combination of characteristics: definite, singular, and masculine, but with a Gen case. This means its gender
and number ('-features') are influenced by its subject, gira?atu-ha 'reading it', while its Case and definiteness are
determined by the NP it modifies, in this instance, al-giSaSi 'the stories'. However, the following example shows
another kind of agreement process in Arabic.

12. ?iftaraiitu siyar-at-an jamiil-an Jakl-a-ha
Ibought car-F-Acc beautiful. M-Acc appearance.F-Acc-its
‘I bought a car with a beautiful appearance’.

In sentence (12), the modified noun, siyar-at-an 'car,’ exhibits a feminine gender, lacks definiteness, and
bears the accusative Case. The adjective, jamiil-an 'beautiful,' manifests a masculine gender, agreeing with shakl-
a-ha 'appearance.' However, it concurrently is in indefinite form, agreeing with siyar-at-an 'car' rather than with
the definite shakl-a-ha 'appearance'. Noteworthy is the fact that the adjective also adheres to the accusative case,
agreeing with the syntactic case of the head noun.

The presented examples explain the presence of dual agreement mechanisms operating within the
adjectival phrase illustrated in instances (11) and (12). Such a differentiation is made between the agreement in
phi-features (gender, number, and person) and the agreement in Case and definiteness attributes. This suggests
that the mechanism underpinning the correlation between modified nouns and their corresponding adjectives
encompasses a greater level of complexity than traditionally perceived.

An examination of the underlying structure is proposed to unravel the intricacies of this process, with a
specific focus on the adjectival phrase. Considering example (12), the adjectival phrase comprises two primary
components: the adjectival head, denoted as 'beautiful,' and its subject, 'appearance." Drawing upon the
frameworks proposed by Abney (1987) and Zwarts (1992), it is posited that the AP can be conceptualized as a
Degree Phrase (DegP).

The investigation reveals a congruence relative between the adjective and its subject. The preliminary
hypothesis posited here is that the subject is initially positioned adjacent to the adjective, subsequently
relocating to the Spec of an agreementnode, herein referred to as Infla. This analytical approach aims to provide
a nuanced understanding of the adjective concord mechanism within the given linguistic context.

(13)

De T afla
g/D/\Inﬂa

its appearlance Infl

/\
beautiful A
| i’ ] .

As can be seen from the diagram above, the adjective jamiilat-un ‘beautiful’ moves from its position to Infla
to check the agreement features.

So far, the analysis in principle posited that within the DegP structure, the subject is concomitantly
generated alongside the adjective, implying its origination within the AP domain. It is crucial to recognize that
the capacity of adjectives in Arabic to accommodate arguments extends beyond the internal subject. Specifically,
adjectives can incorporate genitival complements, which serve as an internal complement to the AP.
Conversely, the subject functions as an external complement, necessitating its generation external to the AP, as
articulated by Zwarts (1992). The focus of the current discourse is a construction previously delineated in
studies of Hebrew language by Siloni (1998), Kim (2000), and Hazout (2000). Notably, the Arabic variant of this
structure closely resembles its Hebrew counterpart, notwithstanding certain distinctions. The construction
under examination is presented as (14):

(14) siyar-at-un jamiil-at-u al-fakl-i
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car-F-Nom.INDEF beautiful-F-Nom the-appearance-Gen
‘A car with a beautiful appearance’.

The adjective, positioned in a construct state, directly precedes a noun with a Gen assignment. The Gen
NP should be definite. Concordance between the adjective and the head noun, in this instance, 'car’, is
maintained in terms of number, gender, and Case, in addition to definiteness. This detail might elicit surprise,
given the adjective's construct state placement. However, within this construction, it is permissible for the
adjective to have an extra definite determiner.

(15)  al-siyar-at-u al-jamiil-at-u al-fakl-i
The-car-F-Nom.INDEF beautiful-F-Nom the-appearance-Gen
‘A car with a beautiful appearance’.

Despite being modified by a Gen noun, the adjective keeps taking a definite marker. It is important to
acknowledge that the adjective is part of the construct state (CS), a fact that can be confirmed by observing the
plural ending -iina, this ending morphs into -it when present on an NP or AP in the CS.

Hazout (2000) resists that the head NP should possess a relationship with the Gen NP. However, this
assertion stands in contrast to observations in Arabic, as demonstrated by the following instances:

(16) a. kitaab-un qaliil-u  1-Safahaat-i
Book.Nom many-Nom the-pages-Gen
‘A book with few pages’.

b. al-kitaab-u al-kabiir-u al-hajm-i
the-book-Nom the-big-Nom the-size-Nom
“The large-sized book’.

As can be seen, none of the Gen NPs in (16), [-Safahaat-i ‘the pages’, and [-hajm-i ‘the size’, must possess an
inalienable relationship with the head nouns kitaab ‘book’ and I-kitaab ‘the book’, respectively. According to the
analysis, conducted by Hazout (2000), the Gen NP functions as the complement to which the adjective is
attributed. Essentially, the Gen NP occupies the external complement position of the AP, essentially acting as
its subject. This interpretation appears plausible as evidenced by constructions such as "the girl black of hair,"
where it is evident that the attribute "black" pertains to the "hair" rather than the "girl." However, if the Gen NP
were the external complement, one might predict agreement between the adjective and the Gen NP, which is
not observed. The notion that the adjective predicates upon the Gen NP is seemingly reinforced by the semantic
similarity between the two phrases as in (17).

(17) a. al-bint-u I-Tawiil-at-u I-fa?r-i
the-girl. F-Nom the-long-F-Nom the-hair.M-Gen
‘“The girl with the long hair'.
b. al-bint-u al-Tawiil-at-u sha?r-u-ha
the-girl. F-Nom the-long-F-Nom the-hair.M-Nom-her
‘The girl with the long hair'.

The structure denoted as (17a) is presently under examination, whereas (13b) pertains to the structure
examined before, wherein the adjective features a DegP-internal subject. This subject serves as the external
complement of the AP, as delineated earlier. It is noteworthy that the subject of the adjective in (17a) has an
identical meaning to the one in (17b), the noun [a?r “hair’ functions as the subject of the adjective in both (17a)
and (17b).

Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that the adjective-Gen structure under examination holds the
potential for deployment as a phrase-level predicate:

(18) hath-ihi  al-bint-u al-Tawiil-at-u al-fa?r-i
This-F  the-girl. F-Nom the-long-F-Nom the-hair.M-Gen
“This lady has a long hair'.

Since the structure is capable of functioning as a sentence-level predicate, it follows that it encompasses an
open complement place. A construction lacking an open complement place is unsuitable for predicate usage
due to the absence of an available complement place for the word it seeks to predicate. In typical adjectival
constructions, the open complement place is occupied by the external complement, namely, the subject of the
AP. Consequently, the Gen NP in (18) cannot occupy the external argument position. If it were to do so, the
predicating of the adjective-Gen combination upon another entity, as observed in this instance, would be
rendered unfeasible.

Hence, the inference must be drawn that the Gen NP within these constructions occupies the role of an
internal complement rather than that of an external argument. I posit that the NP occupies the position
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identified by Higginbotham (1985) and others as the "attribute". According to Higginbotham, "When an
adjective combines with an N to form a complex N, as in tall man, big butterfly, or good violinist, then it is taken
as grading concerning the attribute given in the N" (Higginbotham, 1985, p. 563). Put differently, in a
construction such as "a big butterfly," the noun phrase "butterfly" functions as the entity upon which the AP is
expected and yields the attribute against which the adjective is evaluated. Thus, the NP occupies not just one
position, but two positions within the thematic position of the adjective. typically, it is the NP itself that imparts
the attribute's value. I contend that in the examined structure, it can not be the NP, but rather an aspect of the
NP that gives the attribute's feature, expressed through the Gen NP phrase. This explains why the head noun
must possess the Gen NP: the feature represents a feature of the NP. Moreover, this explains the similarity in
meaning between the adjective-Gen structure and the construction outlined in (17b) for instance, a clause such
as "a girl black of hair" can be rendered as "a girl that is black with respect to her hair", where it is evident that it is
the hair that is black.

The argument that the Gen NP functions as an internal argument is evidenced by the occurrence of the
construction object of examination with participles. In such instances, the Gen NP denotes the object, thereby
representing an internal complement:

(19) Ali-un al-faatih-u baab-i al-daar-i
Ali-Nom  the-opener-Nom door-Gen the-house-Gen
‘Ali, who opens the door of the house.’

In (19), the participle "opening" is succeeded by a Gen, "the door of the house," which functions as the
object of the event presented by the participle. Notably, the participle determines a name, which, regardless of
its indefinite form, maintains definiteness and thus necessitates the definite marker. This phenomenon parallels
what we observed with APs taking a Gen feature: despite the CS of the AP, the presence of the definite particle
remains permissible.

As evidenced by the construction in (19), it shares analogous properties with the structure employed to
convey the feature complement: the AP undergoes modification by a Gen NP and exhibits complete
concordance with the head NP. This remark validates the assertion posited in section four: a fundamental
function of the phrase is to establish slots for the complements of the lexical word. The "Poss" within the AP
permits an internal complement of the AP, irrespective of whether it relates to a feature or a complement.
Consider the following structure (irrelevant details are omitted):

20.

albintu D— Poss
al-TaLviil—at Inﬂ/\A

a
m— Ja?r-i

I assume that the "Poss" head gives the Gen case but does not draw the word to which it assigns it, such as
"hair" in this instance. This element, serving as the attribute of the adjective, is engendered within the lexical
projection of the AP, given its status as an internal argument. I advocate for the use of "spec, Poss" as the locus
where the subject is base-generated. According to Zwarts (1992), the subject of an adjective occupies the
adjective's external position, indicating its generation outside the lexical projection of the adjective.

4 4. Conclusion

APs in Arabic exhibit agreement with the nouns they modify concerning gender, number, case, and
definiteness. Upon closer consideration, however, it becomes evident that there are two distinct agreement
processes: the first involves agreement between the adjective and a subject within the Degree Phrase (DegP) in
phi-features, while the second pertains to agreement in case and definiteness with the modified NP. In Arabic,
the DegP-internal subject can be overtly expressed, enabling observation of agreement between the adjective
and this subject in phi-features, alongside the agreement with the head noun in case and definiteness.

This analysis leads to the conclusion that adjective phrases possess a structure similar to clauses,
comprising a subject and a head Infl. responsible for establishing agreement between the subject and the AP.
While adjectives typically predicate upon an external argument, namely the subject they describe, they can also
feature internal arguments. Adjectival participles, for instance, may project an object, although thisisn't the sole
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internal argument adjectives can accommodate. Notably, the attribute of an adjective can be explicitly realized,
with the typical process involving the modified noun filling this attribute argument. However, it is also possible
for the attribute to be represented by a noun phrase denoting an aspect of the modified NP, in which case the
attribute manifests as a Gen complement of the adjective.
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Objectives: This study is dedicated to exploring certain
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concepts by Abu Uthman, in the hope that it will serve as ° O pealal] paad s

a valuable addition to the Arabic library. Delving into
these critical theories enables us to gain a deeper
understanding of both classical and contemporary literary
criticism theories.

Methodology: The nature of the study requires the use of
the historical method to identify the features of the
personality, trace its life, and document its scholarly
contributions. This is followed by the descriptive-
analytical method to examine, present, and analyze the
critical material, and subsequently derive conclusions
from it.

Conclusion: Focusing on the Abbasid era and its
distinctive features, such as the strength of the caliphate,
the greatness of the caliphs, and the glory of the state
influenced by previous civilizations, Al-Jahiz highly
praised expression (wording). However, this does not
mean that he prioritized it over meaning. Moreover, he
did not refer solely to the individual word or the
individual meaning.

Keywords: Concept; Criticism; Theory; Al-Jahiz.
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